


April 15 2002

National Organic Standards Board
c/o Katherine Benham
Room 4O08-South Building
1400 Independence Ave., SW
Washington DC 20250-0001

To the National Organic Standards Board and members of the National Organic Program,

As a member/producer for Organic Valley CROPP Coop thank you for the opportunity to comment
on the interpretation of the Dairy Animal Replacement Clause.

We believe that once an entire herd is transitioned that aU replacement animals must be managed
organic from thel/ast third of gestation. This is undeniably the standard for Organic Meat Animals,
to implement a different standard for Dairy animals is unnecessary and would damage the integrity

of the program.

With proper care dairy calves can be raised quite effectively using organic practices. Setting strict
stan~ would promote further development ofinfras tructure in the organic dairy industry and

satisfy consumer expectations.
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The draft reccomendation for replacement dairy animals allows for ~ of any age to be brought onto
an organic dairy from any conventional operation so long as the :lnirnal~ are managed organically for the
year prior to beginning production. Since dairy cows do not normally begin milk production before 2
years of age, the above reccomendation encourages the purchase of yearling dairy heifers over the raising
of farm born calves. An age limit for off f.lrm calves of 5 days or 2 weeks old would reduce the
competitive disadvantage against those farms who raise their own calves. while allowing the supply of
conventionally born calves necessary for growth in organic milk production. Dairy calves can be weaned
at 2 months of age. A recommendation allowing the purchase of non-organic replacements at or near this
age promotes a program of sell/buy over a program of on f.lrm organic calf raising.
A national organic standard which allows significantly weaker mana~' nt practices for certified organic
m1i'i thinfuroig8nic-beef may reduce consumer-ooDfldence iD thi:org3Dic label. The grounds for
allowing conventional yearlings into organic production are more economic than practical. We propose
that all calves be raised o~ca1Iy from the last three months of gestation except for those ~ where
organic replacement are pot commercially available. Only then should conventional anim:ll~ be considered
and these should be managed organically after the first 2 weeks{tf,y ?)
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The draft reccomendation for replacement dairy ani.ma1s allows for heifers of any age to be brought onto
an organic dairy from any conventional operation so long as the animals are managed organically for the
year prior to beginning production. Since dairy cows do not normally begin milk production before 2
years of age, the above reccomendation encourages the purchase of yearling dairy heifers over the raising
of farm born calves. An age limit for off farm calves of 5 days or 2 weeks old would reduce the
competitive disadvantage against those farms who raise their own calves, while allowing the supply of
conventionally born calves DecessaIY for growth in organic milk production. Dairy calves can be weaned
at 2 months of age. A recommendation allowing the purchase of non-organic replacements at or near this

..

that orgam man Of gestation except r ose cases where
organic replacemen7 are not commercially available. Only then should conventional animals be considered
and these should be managed organically after the first 2 weeks.
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The draft reccomendation for replacement dairy animals allows for heifers of any age to be brought onto
an organic dairy from any conventional operation. so long as the animals are managed organically for the
year prior to beginning production. Since dairy cows do not normally begin milk production before 2
years of age, the above reccomendation encourages the purchase of yearling dairy heifers over the raising
of fann born calves. An age limit for off fann calves of 5 days or 2 weeks old would reduce the
competitive disadvantage against those fanns who raise their own calves, while allowing the supply of
conventionally born calves necessary for growth in organic milk production. Dairy calves can be weaned
at 2 months of age. A recommendation allowing the purchase of non-organic replacements at or near this
age promotes a program of sell/buy over a program of on farm organic calf raising.
A national organic standard which allows significantly weaker management practices for certified o~
~ than for organic beef may reduce consumer confidence in the organic label. The grounds for

ti:;;" that aU cal~l:Je~organicaIlyfromthe laSt thtee monthS Of gestation extept for those cases where
organic ~~nt are nOt commeicially available. Only then should conventional animals be considered
and these should be managed organically after the first 2 weeks.
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April 15 2002

National Organic Standards Board
c/o Katherine Benham
Room 4008-South Bui1iling
1400 Independence Ave., SW
Washington DC 20250-0001

We believe that once an entire herd is transitioned that all replacement animals must he managed

organic from the last third of gestation. This is undeniably the standard fOT Organic Meat Animals,
to implement a different standard for Dairy animals is unnecessary and would damage the integrity
of the progranl-

With proper care dairy calves can be raised quite effectively using organic practices. Setting strict
standards would promote further development of infrastructure in the organic dairy industry and
satisfy consumer expectations.

Respectfull y,


